
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Harvard Community Services Center 
 
  
Your Project Title: Jazz for Harvard (JFH) 

Your Project Summary: The JFH highlights place-making on the southeast side of Cleveland, in Ward 1; 

with components featuring live music, vendors, arts & crafts classes, line dancing, Hula Hooping Fitness, 

& Zumba. JFH strengthens & empowers a diversity of local musicians, artists, and entrepreneurs; and 

promotes community & economic development. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Sean Benolken 

(New York, NY) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Laurel Fisher 

(Nashville, TN) 

Elisheba Johnson  

(Seattle, WA) 

Brittnie Knight  

(Philadelphia, PA) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, the engagement with public partners and the commitment to supporting local artists shows 

a strong public benefit. The application effectively demonstrated how they intend to deliver the daylong 

festival and gauge the success of the event. The application effectively articulated the market they intend 

to serve very well. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, Harvard Community Services Center’s application for “Jazz for Harvard: Healing Arts” does 

provide evidence throughout the application that funding criteria are fully met. The applicant’s definition of 

their community is clear both geographically and by identity (95% African American), and I noted that 

“Community engagement is via monthly block meetings.” The plan was outlined in the application including 

who is involved and who is getting what done. I would ask that they revisit the connection between the goal 

statement and their measures, but overall it is a good application. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Harvard Community Services Center has taken steps to engage their community and address 

the community need through programming and events and meetings. Through Jazz for Harvard they have 

identified a way in which the community wishes to come together to not only engage, but highlight the 

services they offer (as vendors and artists). Through a thorough understanding of their identified 

community, JFH meets the public benefit requirement of funding. They have also created a funding stream 

which allows the event to be free and accessible to the public. They have taken time to cultivate diverse 

funding streams, cultivate active and engaged community and offer an accessible opportunity to showcase 

the community. This applicant meets the funding criteria. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This project application does show evidence that the funding criteria are met. The community 

festival/concert format is such a good way to bring neighbors together and build community through the 

arts. JFH not only hosts performers but they have included art classes, dancing, and fitness in to the list of 

event activities. I like the participatory aspect of each of these things. I also think it is wise to activate the 

Idalia Park since it is a green space within walking distance for residents of the community. Accessibility is 

key. The video of the police officers participating in the line dancing activity was incredible. 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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Score: Yes 

Comment: This project meets public benefit and engages with community with diverse arts offerings for the 

jazz festival. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

